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25X1X6 


aa "I would first of all like to emphasize that we ore greetly honored by 

the reception by Mr. President, and that wa are again received here with 

the same amiability as the year before. Wo are so kindly received in 

your country, so friendly and sincorely that we feel quite at home here. 
For a long time back we hove learned to respect your gallant and industrious peoples 
and wo have cultivated today a feeling of fraternity towards them, May I thank you, 
Mr. President, and add that you have been very often and very profusely quoted by 
every one of the 55 members of our Sominary, who wera last year on a visit to 
Yugoslavia. 


25X1X6 QUESTION by In wheat part do you consider Yugoslavia to have made greatest progress 
SaaS for the last twelve months with respect to execution of your plans? 


ANSWER : I think that the greatest task we accomplished in the last 12 months 

is the mastoring of foodstuffs crisis caused by the draught. We have 
succeeded in overcoming it without particular difficultios with the help from abroad, 
above all from the U.S.A, In addition to that we hava completed the execution of 
our Five-Yoor plan with regard to most important undertakings, so much so, that at 
present very little of this Plan remains to be done. Now wo are quite at ease about 
it. : 
We achieved, besides, somo other rathor important results this year. I 
want to say hare that we have straightened some things portaining to economy domain 
which were consequential of the application of Soviet methods, which at that time 
was rethor successful; we have completely abandoned the systom of acquisition by 
forced sale; further the question of poasant working cooperativos is settled on 
voluntepprobrant Bprwteletse $299/09K10 pod At RDARR3-00462pRNAIBOGRNONNE 3c ooperatives of ee 
uncertain living conditions to dissolve, In short, we have given full freedom to 
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agvivudtcead production, The P. W C's, wore “organized on £ free ‘basis ‘before, ieesbat 
gered we have passed especial decree about it. 


This year has been marked, besides, by some sollttcnt Successes, One 
‘of the largest in that reapect is the final repuleion of the pressure of USSR. The 
outcome of our resistance is today visible; it ie clear that we have been victorious 
and that our way was the right ono. It ia now clear that our methods - then severely 
criticised - have proven to be correct and that the acts we have been asked by them to 
commit are now considered to be wrong according to thoir own confession. Further it 
has been shown that it was necessary for us to withstand a five-year cold war to be 
victorious, 


25X1X6 

ee eee al] Which are the main differences between ‘comunien in 
Yugoslavia and in USSR and how did it happen in 1948, 

whon the broak was apparent, that the USSR have not attacked Yugoslavia? 


ANSWER Much could be said about the differences. The present day practice and 
the desistance in some mothods are showing best what the difference is. But it is far 
from meaning that it can be wiped out. Tho differonce is etill rathor great, also 

in theoretical standpoint with respect to future development, where they are os yet 
not prepared to make concessions. I would only say that the essential difference 
existe in the attitude to relations between states, emall and big, also in the point 
of view about future development of the world, Ve want all states to be equal, each 
state to have right to free development, no one to have right to interfere with the 
internal order of any country. They have imagined, and as yet have not abandoned the 
idea that the US&R as a greot power has the right to interfere with internal quos- 
tions of a foreign country. 


You have asked why they have not attacked Yugoslavia in 1946, at the 
time they were strong and the Western world rather weak, It is not difficult to 
anewer your question, First of ol1 they were eware that any new conflict would have 
far-reaching consequences, - it could grow to a World War, of which they were afraid, 
Secondly, Yugoslavia had at thet time e very atrong army and the unity of her peoples. 
They know very well from their own experience with Finland what difficulties they had 
in conquering a united nation. In World War II the Yugoslev peoples had six occupiers 
but they knew how to defend themselves, The Soviet rulers headed by Stalin had enough 
political wisdom to be aware that any such attack on Yugoslavia, which possessed 
unity of her peoples ond a strong army, would be of no profit to thom. They thought 
that they could force Yugoslavia on her knees applying economic and political pres- 
Sure. They were wrong because they thought they could subdue our country by means 
of a "cold war." But it has been scen during the last five years, that the "cold 
war" was lost by them, not by us. 


25X1X6 ———————] If I understand Marx correctly, Marx maintained that the class- 
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less society could be attained only when capitalism had fully 
accomplished all ite tasks. How is Mr. "resident looking et this, considering the 
practice in Yugoslavia? 


A Firet of all the propositions of Marx do not relate only to capitalistic 
society, but to the entire development of society in the past. At the development of 
society and also of nature we are looking dialectically. Incontestably, the new 
is ever born of old. Just as capitalism was born of feudal society so from 
capitalism will come a society of higher order. The technical and other developments 
of the society involve the necessity of coming of a more perfect system of internal 
government and so on, in matters of economy, the economic factor influencing political 
factors as woll. In Yugoslavia we are going from capitalistic society, we are build- 
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elements which are burdening our country - the technical and industrial backwardnese, 
old backward conceptions - and we are moving forward in harmony with all this, But 
We do not move forward stiffly, according to a pattern. The theory of Marx is 
serving only as an axiom to choose the general line, but wo are always seeking the 
least painful way. Merx has said that the revolution is like a midwife; if she is 
skilled she can spare the mother much pain at birth, but if she ia not that, both the 
mother and the child can die. In quest of new ways for a new system we came in 
conflict with the Soviet conception according to which we ought to have gone thoir 
own way ~ the way of barricades, cutting off heads of thousands and thousands of 
people, the way of force and of police terror. We have declined to choose that way 
and we are going now our own way. Every Western country has its own specific ways 
and today they are already going over to a new social system. Of course this is not 
quite visible ag yet, but they are all moving to that goal. The means of production 
have reached auch level that it is impossible now for them to be governed by private 
individuals; the society must get hold of then. 


25X1X6 aaa I can say that I have perused more than once and with great 
interest the history of the fighting of Yugoslav peoples for 
their independence during the Wer. I would wish to ask Mr, RBosident whether the 
“same will and power to fight for independence of their own country ie still existing 


with Yugoslav peoples? 


ath 


ANSWER: I can reply to Mrs. Doty that such will is existant in much greater 

degree. The praxis has revealed the benefits of the gains Yugoslav peoples have 

won during the war and they are now determined more than ever to retain whet they 
have won through fight. In the conflict with USSR the peoples of Yugoslavie have 
Been the meaning of independence and of force derived from their unity, also what can 
be achieved by a united nation, And that is why they are now resolved more than ever 
to preserve their acquisitions, 


25X1X6 2s I vould like to aek Mr, President in which direction lios 
the community of Yugoslav economy, industry and whet steps 


Bhould be undertaken to utilire fully the economic potential and natural wealth of 
Yugoslavia? 


ANSWER: I can rely at once that we are not thinking of autarchy for Yugoslavia 

although our country is rich in raw materials, Our economic development 
sims at making those raw materiale accessible in ever greater degree to our peoples - 
in order to raise their standard of living. When we have brought our engineering 
techniques to high level we will then have at our disposal large quantities of raw 
materials and we will then lead intensive exchange trade with foreign countries to 
get such things as we are in need of, In short, our aim ia to realize the highest 
possible standard of living for our men, 


25X1X6 Pee ee a I would Hke to know how your Government proposes to effect 
oo the collectivisation of agriculture in such regions as 


berren carst, where there are very small plots of arable land, very poor at that 
and of very meagre yield, 


ANSWER : The newly brought decree has dealt with that matter and we have just 

- dissolved many collectives in such regions, as they were unprofitable 
and could not subeist. It is now a matter of coordinating the collective and individ- 
ual mode of land-working. We will have, no one knows for how long, the individual 
mode of landworking, wherever the oollective mode proves to be impossible or the 
people decline to work the land collectively, 
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Wo wont force them to work collectively, But atill, we must direct 
our agriculture to intensive mode of exploitation and such mode presupposes large 
complexes of land, In one way or another our peasants must associate. We have a 
few categories of collectives, In the hitherto highest category we have allowed par=- 
tial dissolution of cooperatives in compliance with the wishes of the peasants’ and 
have favoured the formation of general type of cooperatives, consisting of individual 
economy unite with some land = complexes being worked collectively. As regerds 
caret-regions, considering the mechanization and ever growing technical achievements, 
we will probably go over to vine-growing or fruit-growing in these parts, particularly 


to cattle-breeding. We have immense possibilities for cattle-breeding in mountainous 
parte of our country, and it can be bred collectively, The cattle need not be indi- 
- Widual; it can be agsembled and we. can.form there cattle-breeding cooperatives, There 
Bee various possibilities thers. Wu will not paralyze thereby.the democratic process 
but 
the 


these regions against our better judgment and we have never insiated on their forma- 


Only help the development of such mode of existence as was proved to be 
et.and was accepted by the peasants, Many collectives have been formed in 


tion because they hed no chance of subsistence, ee 


Po I would wish to. know what ie your attitude with regard to 

— investment of foreign capital and whether Yugoslavia has 
invited foreign capitel to that end, JI com also interested to know whether there is 
& possibility of investment of private capital in Yugoslav industry and gonerally 
in Yugoslav economy? 2G es Gitta Mains cots Weta evemena reas tsee ute ate. Ie 


ANSWER 3 Hitherto we have not practiced Such procedure, but such questions 

have been addressed to me before, I have replied that, in principle, 
we are not against it, but that conditions for such inveetmente are quite different 
from thoge before the war. i.e, before our revolutionary transformation, also dif~ 
ferent from those prevailing in other countries where private capital is being in- 
vested. I may briefly say that if some foreign concern would wish to invest their 
capital in a certain factory of ours because for the time being we have not sufficient 
Means for rapid development of the said factory, then the state would make a con= 
tract with the foreign concern in conformance with which such concern would, after a 
fixed number of years, get back the invested euma with fixed interest, either in 
goods or in currency, but otherwise it could not interfere with the work of the 
factory. Such are our conditions and they can not be anything elee in a socialistic 
country, 


Mt 001d Like to ask somo questions about the education. After 


tho broak with USSR in 1948 you wero obliged to change your 
@chool programs in relation to the teaching of historical materialism. Now I un 
interested to know whether you have developed as particular educational subject to 
educate the young citizen, &6 you would wish him to be, and in connection with that, 
whether you have done something to make that education appear in materialistic as- 


' pect, so that the materialisn, gradually and in the course of time, could be ac- 


cepted by population of Yugoslavia, in which case the organized religion would have 
to disappear. 


ANSWER ¢ The education in our elementary and Becondary schools is as in ether 
Buch echoole in the world, In these schools is being taught that which 
every citizen should know. Wo are now correcting some things, particularly those 
relating to historical development of our peoples, because they were not true, since 
we have more nationalities than one. Fundamentally the development of schools 
moves in harmony with social development. Wo must teach the children that our system 
is good. In USA, the children are taught that American democracy is the best and no- 
body can blame you for it. We have the right to say that our system is the best 
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for ue and that we must go that way in our development, It would be eroneous to 
suppose that we are stuffing children with communist doctrine = even the grown-up 
people can understand that with difficulty. But our children must know how diffi- 
cult the life was before the war and what difficulties our peoples have had to over- 
come in the course of their history, with what difficulties they have achieved 

their unity, how difficult the social conditions wore before, and how difficult it 
was to conquer freedom, They must know thet, or else they will not become conscious 
citizens of the country, nor would they know how to conserve these achievements. 

But we are teaching no doctrine to our children; when they come up to the univer- 
sity, when they grow up, thon we have enother program for their education, There 
again, much of the earlier programs and programs of the Western schools are to be 
found, We are not yet eatisfied with our text-books, but we are gradually adapting 
them to the needs of our country. 


25X1X6 aes We know of difficulties and evils that the church has committed 
in Yugoslavia. Can it be maintained that at the present time 


there is a positive contribution of the church in Yugoslavia? 


ANSWER : There are several religions: catholic, east-orthodox, the most numer- 
ous, moslim, protestant and others. I must say that wo have the 
greatest difficulties with catholic religion, i.e. with oatholic clergy of higher 
ordere, Our lower clergy, which forms the greatest part in catholic religion are 
favorable to cooperation with the state and ore accommodating themeelves to circum= 
etencee and to actual conditions, On the other hand, the higher clergy incited by 
the Vatican are making various difficulties for us. You see that abroad, too, 
Stepinac who was a volunteer at the front of Salonica, has jumped over all stairs upor 
the seat of a bishop and today, as an upstart, he is made a cardinal. For ue he is a 
political culprit and war criminal, and has been tried and condemned as such, Every 
body in this country knows that. Ho was the representative of the Vrtican in Yugo- 
Slavia, used by the Vetican to make difficulties for us in international relations 


and in home affairs, It is not a question of religious animosity here but rather of —— 


political matter - struggle of the Vatican against such reality as a united Yugo~ 
slavia. The Vatican had pretended to build up here a catholic formation of Austria, 
Hungary, Poland and our country, possible with Italy. With the formation of the 
United Yugoslavia Vrtican lost these positions but it fought with all ite might to 
prevent the consolidation of such a state as the new Yugoslavia is, regardless of 
the fact whether socialist or any other system were ruling it. Still the Vatican 
fought against Yugoslavia. On international plane the Votican presented ite fight 
against Yugoslavia as the conflict between actual authority and the religion. We 
are not so stupid to imagine that the religion could be eliminated from the thoughts 
of men by forced, administrative measures, The religion is private matter of 
individuals and we can do nothing there, nor are we trying to do anything, But we 
want the representatives of the church to acknowledge the present estate of things 
and to perform only church duties. 


25X1X6 PO Do you have any difficulties with moslim group and ie there 


any resistance to certain administrative measures? 


ANSWER 3 That is already the thing of the past. We have had to pass a decree 
forbidding the women's face-hiding wear and there was some resistance 
to it, not from the head of moslim religion but from some individuals and lower 
clergy. But that was easily done with and there is no difficulty now, I must say 
ene’ Abbho ved Fut Reidssonogafogibh capraspatatdsemes:seeidpodath we are having the 
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ne — 8 8=§=—et—‘CS™Y Hae the national and religious conflict between Croatians 


_. Ond Serbians increased in strength or diminished? 


. 
a . 


. 


~ BNSWER : It de clear that it has diminiehed. We are having no more probleme with 
a hoo. &t. If there is some trifle, it is a matter of the past and we do not | 
have to undertake legal steps, provided by the Act of 1945 and by Constitution. Such 
trende are opposed on the spot by SSRNJ organizations. Regardless of decentraliza- 
tion, offering to each Tepublic the utmost of self-government, the unity of peoples 
is etegdily growing; it develops more and more in the conscience of men and the dif- 
| ferences between nations are disappearing gradually. The process goes on and often 
, We do not perceive ourselves how far it hae gone, so it can be said today, that it is 
. & thing of the past, : Sof 


| 25X1X6 ii Ste We are respecting you es the founder of new Yugoslavia as mich “ 


moves 88 we respect George Washington es the founder of USA. I 
p> Went.to ask you whether you are really intending to give the basic liberties to your 
na wphbple as George Washington gave hie own people? I am thinking at the moment of Pn 
“pelle | | | , 


ical liberties, 


: ; : * 
ANSWER: I think that we have political liberties. Go through Yugoslavia, talk 
to peasants, citizens, various reactionary remainders and you will see 
that the people are speaking freely, that some of them are reviling, but they won't be 
put in prigon for it, I Suppose that Mr. Palmar did not think of liberty of speech 
but rather of our permission to form different political groups of perties. I will 


answer that question immediately, Y 


: We are a country in incredible impetus of revolutionary development, re- 
gerdless of the fact that thore is no armed fight at present, that such fight is 
come to end long before, but we have to fight for the formation of new society, to 
fight on economic ground, to fight for industrialization, We are, besides, one of 
the moet backward countries on the Balkan Peninsula, a country with a number of 
different nations, and a country in which after Versailles incredible fighting 
reached ite climax during the last war, when it onded almost in extermination. In 
Buch country as this burdened with immense ballast of the past, with national hate 
at the highest pitch we would have achieved nothing had we formed different parties. 
Whet would be the meaning of formation of them? The parties would be formed in 
Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, and all 
theee parties would fight on the line of nationality; a state with such parties 
would not be able to subsist, We had to choose the way of national unity, During 
the war we have been forming National Front, expulsed the occupier and annihilated 
@1l that was no good, To do that we had to have one program, one thought, one party, 
Today again, when we are making the greatest efforts for a happier future of our 
peoples, we can not allow formation of various parties, which would throw stones 
under wheels of our development. When the development of a nation takes the road 

of anarchy that nation must perish. Then a conscious factor must intercede, this 
factor being the present authority plus consciousness of our men. That ia why we 
can not allow the formation of different parties, We can not allow that because we 
will have our prisons full, It is much better to tell the people "you have no 
right to organize different political parties, go to SSRNJ (Socialist Union of 
Working people Yugoslavia's) there is a Program there, debate within SSRNJ, agree 

or disagree with the propositions there and if the majority are against you, you 
must give way, but if the majority are on your side, then your opinion will prevaii," 


a ould wish hat, A e0ver-petween North and 
South, ABBERUBE File tHE | IPSC Pip pBateterdseob esos boone people: We wish to 
avoid such internal wars, 
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: In addition to that, we had smadaetoned: and re Nesisne republics, 
Movente was suigniy developed, Croatia @ little less developed, Serbia still a 
littie lesa developed republic but more developed than Bosnia-Hercegovina, Macedonia 
and Montenegro. Just because we had centralized power’ at that time and no party~ 
eee we could gay to our more developed countries "you must give away to Monte~ 
i 6, Macedonians and.to Bosnia and Hercegovina, to help them raise their 
i But if wo had political partios there would be difficulties and Monte- 


I would Like. e jaca opinion about the forces that are 
Working for peace 2 dab King for wer? ss 


It hag, been clear. for some. time, I think, which forces have hitharto 

o worked for war, and for peace. But today the position is being slight- 
altered, the war is much more remote now than it sever was, Owing to armistice 
in Korea a big progress towerds peace is made, It would, of course, be & delusion 
Hone imagined that wo have come to a point at which we could sleep quietly about it, 
There will ever be people who atill want to settle some problems through war. It 
hea deen clearly seen which states represented in the United Nations were for peace= 
ful eettlement and which were against such settlement in Korea, I want to say that I 
conaider America, together with remaining peace~loving peoples to have contributed 
to end Korea war. I would like to point out that such acts can only be welcomed 

and I would wish American foreign policy to be such in the future, too. 


25X1X6 ;  i‘sSséz*r would like to ask your opinion about the Balkan federation, 


in what condition it is today, also about your attitude 
towards European federation? 


Firstly, the Balkan fedoration is a thing of the future; it must 
grow ripe. I must say openly that such federation, comprising so backward coun- 
tries as Bulgaria and Albania, would stress our economy today. Our peoples are no 
longer desirous to support the backward nation at the expense of their own etandard 
of living. 


In similar position we find the European federations the matter ia not 

yot ripe. Such federation is even more remote than Balkan federation. It is not 

@ bad idea and it will one day be realized. But today is too soon for it. However 

it does not moan that one should not work for such federation; but those who think 

that it can be quickly realized are a: illusions; they do not see many reasons 

. that speak today against it. 

25X1X6 
I want to ask you what influence the union of Germany would 
have on the peace in Europe? 


ANSWER ¢ That depends on internal system of Germany, on her conception of rela- 

tions with other peoples, on what pretensions the system will sustain 
wiih regard to other countries - it depends on many things. But the present condi- 
tions, such as they are, cannot last for ever, The position is, moreover, such as 
to make a coherent solution very difficult. 


25X1X6 
. ee I ama Japanese and I consider American foreign policy of 
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that account very interested about your opinion, your free criticism of American 
policy, 
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ANSWER : As President of a Republic I have no right to criticize the policy of 


25X1X6 another state. 


St er 8 protestant priest, I was gled to see the achievements 

_ of Yugoslavia under your leadership. I would like something 
of these great achievements to be profitable to us, too, That is the reason I de- 
cided to ask you how Yugoslavia could contribute to the settlement of conflict 
between Russie and the Western World. 


ANSWER : As to profiting from us, that will only lead you in trouble with 
McCarthy. However, I would answer this question, I believe that the 

example and experience Yugoslavia'a can be of considerable profit to other countries. 
Of course not in their entirety, but still in many things. Firet of all the example 
reveals to many emell nations and states how a small people, conscious of himself and 
of his power, can exist even if it does not please a great power and how he can win 
the right to self-government, That is a big contribution concerning small peoples. 
Further, our experience and our way with regard to building up of socialist system 
presents the socialism in much better light than is the case with USSR, because a 
different way from the right one has been selected there. We have given encourage~ 
ment to peoples in respect to deepening and broadening of democracy, forming of free 
and conscious citizens - these facts arewell known the world over. In a sense this 
can diminish the fear of inevitableness of Soviet aggression, I believe that 
Yugoslav experience will bring about the chango of things in the mind of men of 
cominformist turn, who have put their faith with USSR, the change being favorable to 
Yugoslavia and detrimental to the methods employed by USSR. Thies, too, is useful 
ob PY ide world and to progress of humanity. 


eit eg at = What words would you address to our citizens in America 


about the nature and perspective of Yugoslav communist 
experiment in which you are so powerfully and so hopefully engaged? 


ANSWER: Before replying to this question I would like to say something. I am 

glad of the chance to have had a talk today with ladies and gentlemen 
from America and I would like you to find yourselves, from other people as well, the 
answer to your questions while travelling through Yugoslavia, I think it best for 
you to talk with many people and you will probably get the answers which you de~ 
sired to hear from me. I would wish you to look upon things in Yugoslevia without 
prejudice, to keep always in mind the past of our country and all the phases she 
had to go through and you will then understand much more easily some of the short= 
comings still present with us. I would wish you to believe in one thing, namely, 
that we are moving steadily forward and that our only desire is to see our people 
live a happier life. 


Finally, I would like to say that what we are doing here we do not look 
upon as & communist experiment because communism is a very remote poseibility. Be- 
sides, for us it is not an experiment at all - it is a socialist building up of our 
country. Perhaps you call it experiment because wo have mide some mistakos, That 
is true, we did make several mistakes but we have recognised them at once and made 
then good. We are not ashamod of our mistakes because the forming of a new society 
ie [ull of difficulties implying often making of errors. I would wish the men in 
Ame ica to understand our mode of life, our aims, particularly to comprehend that we 
are not a country where an experiment is tried, to be later on imposed upon other 
countries, We have never spoken in that sense and we never intend to do so, In every 
country the people are able to find the way they consider the best and we will not 
impose our system to anybody, Our aim is to form the best democracy of the world. 
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